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DEBATES

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION,
REPORTED BY HARVEY FOWLER, ESQ

Fripay, October 18, 1850,
The Legislative Department.

The PRESIDENT now announced the first business in
order to be the cossideration ol the resolutions lying over
under the rule; and the Seeretury read the ivilowtng
resolution, which was offered yesierday by Mr. STE-
VENSON: ’

Resvived, That the committee on the Legislative De.
aprument be direeted 1o report th: ollowing as an amend-
ment to the Constitution, viz: No bill sha.] be |nu_-.~,c1_i un-
less by the nt of all the members elected to each
branch of the Geaeral Assembly ; and the gquestion upon
the fival passage shall be taken immediately upon the
last reading, and the yeas and nays eatered upon the
Joeurnal

Mr. KELSO said, he was perfeet’y content with the
latter elause of the resalation : and he should be willing
to vote for the whole of it if the mover would consent to
amend it so as to make it a matter of inquiry. But he
maintaioed that it would be bad policy to make it a con-
stitntional point, that po law should be passed by the
Legislature unless a majority of all the members elected
should yvote for it. It maght Ilt-alllt'llll)‘ be necessary to
yass an important law when such a majority could not
L.- obtained. It was not extravagant to suppose, that,
from sickaess, or other eauses, cight or ten members
might necessarily be absent [rom their places, and so the
advantagzes of important | ~apslation might be lost to the
Stute. Thir [_\'-I‘n ir years practice npon the existing ma-
jority principle had been followed by no evil result what-
ever, and he was in favor of continuing it. He would
move to amend the resolution, so as to make it a propo-
stton of nquiry.

ans

Mr. STEVENSON said, he was opposed to all reso-
Jutions of imquiry, because they expressed no sense of
the Convention; but he regarded all imperative resola-
tions wineh they maght pass, as ol some i1!1|u_ul;m,_--_-_
He was willing that the Convention should now settle the
question involved in this resolation. If it should be their
wisi that it should require a majority of all the members
of the Legislature to pass a law, and if that wish was
expressed by the adoption of the resvlution, something
would bave been done—the sense of the body would
have been ascertained upon one point.  He trusted that
the gentleman from Switzerlend would yet be willing to
waive his amendment, and allow the vote to be taken di-
rectly upon the adoption of the original resolution. QOue
of the greatest evils which had n]aprn-_\r«_’d the State was
o much legislation; and, for the purpose of checking
this thing, he had offered the proposition contained in
the resolution. How was it now? Why, he had seen
bill after bLill passing in the Legislatuere by votes of
ten or twelve men, at the close of a session, when many
of the members had gone home—and some of them man-
ilestly injurious and against the will of the people. The
adoption of this proposition was required by the principle
of aniversal safirage. If it was the unrestricted suffrage
of the majority of the citizens which elected their rep-
resentatives, surely it should be by the voice of the ma-
jority of the representatives that the law %\mlhl be pass.
ed. The advantages of universal suffrag® could not he
fully enjoyed without requiring the representatives to re-
main in their places until the Legislature should adjoarn.
There was no otheér way to frustrate the mischievons
and sinister schemes of d »signing men. The experience
of other States had proved that this was a wholessme
constitutional provision. What barm kad it ever pro-
dueed in the legislation of the State of New York? This
priociple had been incorporated in nearly all the lately
amended eonstitations of the Union, and ke hoped to see
it prevail here. With reference to the objection, that
good bills might be rejected under its operation, he re-
plied that it wonld be much better to losea good bill sow
and then, than to cram into the laws the mass of ill.di-
gested and injuricas bills which were every year passed
1t this Hall by only a handlal of men.

Mr. PEPPER of Ohio said, e was sorry his col-
league {Mr. Kelso) had preposed to make this a resolo.
tion of inquiry. He wos as ready 1o m et the question
now, as he should be at any poriod of the session. He
eould not think that the people of Indiana, sending here
one handred men to I»gi!‘:t!n for them, would be content
with the understanding that thirty-four of that nomber
conkd pass a law; for if only a _muj-nrity of a quoram
were nocessary to pass a law, thirty-four was that ma-
jority.
ever been generally usderstood by the people, that a law
of any importance could be enacted and made oblizato-
ry upon them, in their House of Representatives of a
bandred members, by & bare majority of a quornm?
Nevertheless, it was well known, that, under this prae-

as, in his opinion, there ought always to remain in the |
legislative body suffivient power to secare the trunsac-
tion of all the business pecessarily belonging to that de.
partment of the government. He thought the yeas and

| nays required on the final passage of a bill, would be a

sufficient remedy for the evil c_-<-mpluim-nl of. But the |
objection which he veferred to was isuperable, that the

rinciple ol the resolution would enable a [actions minor- |
| prineiy

He submitted to the Convention, whether it had |

tice, many Jaws had been passed which were not agree- |

nble to the wishes of the
pealed in consequence.

ple, and which had been re-
e did not think there eould be

| mitted by the mover.

any hardship in requiring, that fifty-one members ont |

of ‘the hundred shall record their votes in the affirmative
upon the final passage of every bill, befors it can become

alaw. It struck him that this question might as well be
decided now, as at any othier period. Hehoped that the
motion o change the imperative character of the reso.
lation, if it were insisted vpon. would not prevail. He
thought they would expedite business by deciding all
thess guestions as t might come up. If geatlemen
'ilbj to discuss the question, he was willing to give
them time. He would not seek, by any pariiamentary
strategem to prevent the free discassion of every prop-
osition.

. CLARK of Tippecance said, he should vote
.:;uﬂn propesition to make lhil'lleuﬂntiouofln-
quiry, because he

|

ity to defeat the will of the majority.

Mr. SHOUP said, that he was opposed to the amend-
ment because a mere resolution of nquiry could give no
assurance o the Couvention as to what the cominittes
would make of it; and the whole ground of delinte would
have to be gone over after the report came in.  But the
Convention could now decide upon the smendment, as
he believed they would ultimately adopt the principle ol
this resolution. He supposed that it would be one of
the results of the lahors of this Convention to abolish lo- |
cal legisiation by the Gencral Assembly; and il so, the
rights of the people could not be n_‘}n'r;t'ntl.'(l unless the
vuice of the majority were heard in enactment of every
law. Then, more especially, it would be the duty of
every representative to be in his place. It was right
that a full and fair expn-ssiuu of the will of the people
should be heard ; and it was democratie that the major.
ity should govern He hoped to see a eonstitutional pro-
vision, that, hereafter, every law of the land shall be en-
acted by a majority of the representatives ol the people.

Mr. RITCHEY said, he thonght this a very Impor.
tant gnestion, and he was bimsell prepared to vote upon
it at this time. But if members bad not thought sulli-
ciently upon the subjeot to make np their minds, he
woald be glad 1o atford time to such by a postponcmment
of the sulyect. He thought that one of the principal
reasons which indueed the people toeall this Convention
was, that there might be set up a constitutional check
upon the legislation of the State. It was a universal
complaint that the State had too much legislation. But
that was not all. It was really trae that reflection and
]1rn|1|‘i--ly did not always mas k the action of the Legis.
latare. In r(‘p!_\‘ to the gentleman from Tippecanoe,
(Myr. Clark.) who contended that the :ulnlltinn of this
principle would put it in the power of a factious minori-
tv to defeat the willof the majoritv, he was prepared to
admit the fact and all the foree of the olyection, and snll
he would put the principle into the Constitution, They
hnd secn how a minority of the Legislamre of the State
of Ohio had defeated tlbn" will of the majority, and if the
minority of the Legislature of the State o Indiana should
at any Lime sec Ivl'ﬂ]lq'r to take such a h'~|luﬂ~.~.hi“{}'l||1"'|
themsaelves, am stop the w hivels of Government, he
would say, let them do it; hut he wonld take care 10
make that responsibility so great and so erushing, that no
man would be willing to take it upon his shoulders, He had
been present here during session after session of the Legis.
lature, and witnessed the passage of the measures when
the veas and nays could not be ealled npon for want of n
qaoram, and bosiness of the worst character had been
passed in this way—all this he had himself scen and
felt, and he had remonstrated in vain against 1ts manfest
III__!II'.I'”-!‘.

He hn[b{‘d the new (‘ntlﬂillilinn wonld ru_*i]llil‘l‘ the al-
firmative vote of-a majority of all the members elected
to both branches of the General Assembly, before any
measure could have the sanction of law., He commend.
ed the snhiject to the matore reflection of the by, It
shoald not be passed upon without reflection, Whether
it went to the commitiee as a resolution of inquiry, or ol
instruction, he exved not ; and be eared very little wheth.
or it were decided UPOn now or herealter. He had s-
ken merely heeanse he 'l'l‘.\irr-u[ to direct the attention of
aentlemen to the importance of the sulject

.\'ir. \l[a'::“_\ -:lu!‘ he t':lrh-‘-ll_\ ]lrniwd 1!'4! the ﬁ.lllpml'
ment proposed by the gentleman from Switzerland (M
Kelso) would pot be .u]nld-. d, for the reason, (as it oc.
curred to ilim.} that its tendeney would Le to SOpprose
the freedom of debate and discussion. It scemed plnin
to his mind that it would be giving the widest latiunde to
debate. to take up for consideration all important ques.
He would not. ol
insist upon a decision at onee; definite aetion
might be postponed from day today. He thought it was
discourteous toward the mover of the resolution. thus to
attempt to silence him entirely, by « hanging the whale
character of s proposition, and referring it asn mere
matter of inguiry—taking away all its vitality, in [aet;
for the committee knowing the subject to have been in
agitation, would consider of 1t in their room. whether
submitted to them in the form of a resolution of inquiry
ornot. He considered such a motion no less diseourte.
ous than & mation to lay Hoally upon the wble or post-
pong ;11-}'-ij||:tf‘!'ﬂ' With reference to this |1l-‘!n|-ifiuu, he
hoped it would not be disposed of in this summary man-
ner, Ior he deemed it a matter of the highest moment,
He spoke confidently with relerence to his portion of the
State when he affirmed, that there was no one =ulyeet
upon which the opinion of the people was mare decided
and unanimous, than that all praeticable Constitutional
checks onght to bhe placed upon inconsiderate and h:l-»'l) |
legislation. At the proper time—even then, if it wero
in order—he would submit an amendment to the effiet, |
that for the pussage of alaw, not only should the affirm- |
ative vote of a majority of all the members elected to
each branch of the General Assembly to be neeessarv,
and that the yeas and nays in every case should be re-
quired Lo be entered upon the journals, thos liolding eve.
ry man responsible for his acts, but that no law or juint
resolution should, in any case, be passed untl it had
been three times fully read on three several days in ench
house. He was confident that such was the sentiment
nnd wish of the people in his part of the State; and Le
deemed it as important and as necessary, indeed, as any
other provision of the Constitution.

As the gentlemnn frem Johnson (Mr. Ritchey) had
intimated, and as they all could see apon the CXRmina-
tion of the journals of the General Assembly, bills of the
most important character were often passed in one day,
and 1"""I‘Il:'r'.l'f}-‘ in the course of live minutes, without bav.
ing heen once read through, or perhaps ten members
knowing their purport, and perbaps without a voie o
the affirmative of more than one-fourth of 1the members
elected. It was by means of sach a system of legisla.
tion, that the Statute Books had beea encumbered with
not merely useless, but even hnd laws. It was, in fact,
by means of sach a method of legislation, that at one
time they had estalilished an insarance company which
-Irrw_-tl_\- heeame a bank ; nod that at another ume pecn.
ling pri\-ilm_rr-s were miven to one ratlwe y compuany,
which on the very next dav would be denied to another,
Indecd, it was, in no small degree, ]n_'.' means of sueh
legislation, that the valume of loesl laws had been ex-
tended aml enlarged to its present unwickly dimensions.
The gentleman from Tippeeande (Mr. Clark) had allu.
ded to the inconvenience amd which
would incidentally grow out of such stringent rules.
Bat that eentleman should recollect that sach evils were |
only of a negative charncter. which the people them-
selves conld remody, When luctions legislators, who, |
by combinations of minorities, had defenied wholesome |
legislation, should oo home to account to their copstitu-
ents, they would not e sent baek to act the same part
again. Bot when, by hasty and indiscriminate legisla.
tion, peeuliar and nnreasonable privileges were granted |
to Ill'i\":fr" corporntions or individaals, or, what was still
waorse, when il‘ljrldir‘i-llls puh:ic legislation was adopted, !
then it would be a direct, positive and serious injury, aud
the remedy not so easily applied. !

He should not go into any discussion of the main sub. !
ject this morning: he would, therefore, merely repeat |
the earnest wish, on his part, that delate would not be
suppresscd in this way; and that the charancter of the
resolution would not he changed, bat left in the form sub-
He folt confident that this was
the true method of eliciting the sentiments of the Con.
vention, and learning from each other the wishes of their
constitnents

Mr. EDMONSTON said, that he should vote against
the amendment of the gentleman from Switzerland, (Mr.
Kelso.) He thought the present was the proper time
to diseass this matter. » confessed that he could not
see how the adoption of this principle could remedy the
bad legisiation q;nlten of by the gentleman from Laporte,
(Mr. Niles.) It certainly eould not operate as any
eheck u the power of the Legislature to confer exclu-
sive privileges upon corporations or individuals. Tt
could not prevent the same combination of interests
which had heretafore procured this kind of legislation §
nor eould anything prevent such legislation, while the
Constitution continued to sanction the practice of local
and special legislation. Bat let this practice be prohih-
ited—let the islature pass only general corporation
laws granting equal rights and privilpges to all':'.,mnpa.
nies which might orgnnize under them. This would e
sare an equality of rights under the legislation uf‘tlon
State, could be brought about by req

jority to record their votes in favor

tions nad diseuss thom as 'il‘l"-l.'ll[l‘i[.

Course,

oecastonal evils

! ston.

| Tilil};

provision of this kind. He thought the recollection of the
Chair would bear him witness that, il, in the consuma-
tioa of the State Debt Bill, there had existed such & Con-
stitutional prm‘iswu. it would have been lost. It seemed
to him that by the adoption of this resolution the Con.
vention would be taking into their own hands what prop-
erly belonged to the people. Ho (“!"‘f‘:idt‘l"l’d it would be
a suflicient remedy to adopt a Constitational provision,
that upon the finul passage of every bill, each member
of the Legislature should record his vote. By this
means he would be held direetly responsible to the peo.
ple. and not te this Coenvention: and surely if a measure
were defeated by @ member absenting himself, he should
be amenable only to his constituents. It seemed to him,
that, upon the whole, the adoption of this principle
would be injurious instead of beneficial.

Mr. KELSO said, it would seem, by what had been
said, that his motion was rather unpopular tins morning.
He woald, therelore, with the leave ol the commitiee,
attempt to defend it. It had been” said that his modion
was discourteous to the mover of the resolution. He
thought there wounld e no more discourtesy in making a
motion of this kind than for one man to u]lvmi-t to 1m-
pose bis opinions imperatively upon a standing commit-
tee of this body. What necessity was there for ereating
standing cominittees at all?  If ilu-_\' were to make thewr
lnsiractions to them upon all subjects imperative, the
committees would have no diseretion whatever: there
would be no necessity for them : the whole iden of stand-
ing committecs would be a folish anomaly, il they were
to he instrueted in every thing they should do. He un.
derstood the advantace of committees in deliberate bo-
dies 1o be something like this: the Chair seleets for each
committee, men well gualified to Pass upon any measure
that mizht be sulimitied to them ; then the body sulunits

'm thieir propositions, and the n.-ummlEln-\'_.-.ni'h.-r oon-
sidering them in all their bearings, report them back to
the House, with their judgment in the premises; then
it remains for the body to determine whether they will
voincide with the report or pot. This was what he
understood about the utility of committees. he would
like to mquire of gentlemen whether it would not be
preferable to offer, at onee, an amendment to the Consti-
tation in proper shape? They bad talked about saving
time ; would it not be a far more time-saving method 1o
have their amendiments at once incorporated in the Con.
stitution?  He affirmed that the course proposed by the
conlleman would prove to be a saving ol time over the
l:ft shoulder—a useless and reckless waste ol time.

According to strict parliamentary usage, he sapposed
that be ought not to detain the Convention anv loneer -
but os othier gentlemen had gone into the merits of the
resolution, he would like g do the same, They had
talked about the will of the p« ople, and affirmed that an
expression of that will N:ul(I not be obtained, unless a
majority of all the members of the Legislature should
be required to vote in the wflirmative before any propo.
sition could become a law. Their object seemed 1o be,
il he understood the matter, o compel every member of
the Legisluture to remain here until the end of the ses.
But be affirmed that this provision would no more
have that effect than il not one word of it were in the
Constitution, For when any member took a notion to
o home he would ask for leave of absence, which would
be granted, of course. It would be thounght discourte-
ous 1o refuse the first application.  And on the next day,
pevhaps B, C. D, &e., would have leave of absence, he-
cause the application had not been refused in the first
instance And so, frequently, the House would be
found withont a quorum.  During the term of lis own
<hort experience in legislation, such had alwavs been
the ease, amd on the last days of the session there was
e to be hat a very thin attendance.
ation of this |!l'ilu‘i \
bers. and perbaps t

xy

1e factious temper of five or six oth-
ers, might prevent the passage of the most important
law. Where then was the wisdom of placing so moch
power in the hands of a few factions men, who miaht be
disposed to keep outside of the bar? They need go no
{farther, and apon a eall of the House they eould answer,
and the Clerk would report a quorum present.  If gen-
tliemen would take the trouble to examine the journals
lor Jour or five years past, they wounld find that, upon
the announcement of the Chalr that there was no quo-
rum voling, a call of the House, at the very minute,
had furnishied a quorum, time after time. By the adop-
tion of the principle of this resolation, they would nn\\-
aive to e-m-llu a factious minority ten times ‘more pnwdr
than they now have. What olligation could it place
members under to remain in their places? None in the
world. It could not have the eflfect which gentlemen
pretend.  For these, and other reasond, he should adhere
to his motion to change the character of the resolution.
Like his eolleague, ( Mr. Pepper of Ohbio.) he was, h'm-
sell. ready to vote upon this question, but be would rath-.
er, first. have the judgment of the standing committee,
in the shapeof a report, A

e
i

Sarrrpay, October 19, 1350,
Rights of Married Women.

Mr. OWEN, agreeably to notice pro\'ioﬂ_\[\' given, in-
troduced his resolution of enquiry, in relation to the
rights of married women.

The resolution was as Tollows:

* That the committee on the rights and privileges of
the inhabitants of the State, inquire into the expediency
of im-nr!wrntiug im the bill of rights, the lollowing sec-
Women hereafter married in this State, shgll have
the lif,:‘hl to :!.l-t{llif(‘ and possess pl'ulwr!_&‘ to their sole

[ nsa and disposal ; and Jaws shall be passed seewing to
{ them under equitable eoaditions, all property, real and

personal, whether owned by them before murriage, or
acquired afterwards, l-y‘ purchase, gift, devise, or de-
scent, and also providing jor the registration of the wile’s
spparate property,” i

Mr. OWEN said, he wished to offer a few words of
explanation with reference to the precise character of
this resolution.. The change proposed by it diffirs es.
seatiully in character from any of the changes which had

e — e

in its favor, appeared to his mind the most fatal objec- |
tion to it. kIt might do well this mornicg after baving |

|just emerged, as it were, from the large company of

beautiful young ladies that graced the Governor’s levee
last evening, 1o come forward in favor of the rights of
vemarried ladies—but be (Mr. K.) had considerable af-
fection for one merried lady, and he could not perceive
any good reason for making such ample Constitutional
provision for the rights of unmarried women, in prefer-
ence to the rights ol those already marvied. He would
hitve been pleased if the geotleman from Posey had
stated whether he occupied the position, that this Con.
veution hwd not the power to apply this provision to the
protection of the rights of those ladies who were already |
muarried; if that was his opinion, he must say that he |

\differed from him entirely with regard to its propriety
" r

Under the oper- |
|I|||.-. the sickness of five or six mem-

and correctness. He had no objection to the proposi.
tion il 1t went no farther than appeared on its face; be.
canse they had a law of similar character now on the
Statute Buok, to which the gentleman hnd referred, but
il they were to embody if in the new Constitution, he
would enquire why its provisions might not be applied
for the benefit of all women alike, both married and sin-
gle. For the parpose of taking the sense of the Conven-
tion on this point, he would move to strike out from the
resolution the word © hereaflter.”

Mr. OWEN had bLut a single word to say in reply to
the gentleman from Switzerland. Individually, he was
in fuvor of the amendment the gentleman had suggest.
ed, but be was not sure that the matter had been suffi-
cizotly discussed thromghout the State, te jostify the
Convention in going so far as it proposed, and the adop.
tion of this resolution would not prevent the Legislature
from carrying out the destgn of the gentlemnan’s nmend-
ment at any lotare period. By this provision they would
mstruct the Legisluture to go to a eertain point ; that
would not prevent them from going further if they de-
sired. He was very far from asserting that we had no
right to extend the provision to those now marned as
as to property herealter to be scquired; and he was
maost u!c‘.-id(-dl_\' in favor of such extension, il it should
appear that the people of the State generally were ready
to receive and approve it. -

He apprebended that the gentleman from Switzerland
was in error when he said that this resolution dJiffered
but slightly from the existing law on the sulject. The
law now on the Statute Book gave to married women,
at most, control over real estate, and its rents and pro-
fitsonly, but embraced no provision at all in regard to
personal property.

Mr. KELSO observed, that that was the only differ-
ence. The idea that they were to do their business by
halves_ and depend upon the Legislature to perfeet it, he
did not subseribe to. If they were going 10 make a
Constitutional provision in regard to this matter at all,
why not make one sufficiently comprehensive to embrace
the provision he had sugwested? If the Convention in. |
serted the proposition suggested by the gentleman
from Posey, in the Constitution, the Legislature would |
take it as a criterion for their action on the question, and
would shield themselves under the l\lc:l that the Conven.
tion kad duly considered the matter, and had seen fit 1o
go so (ar and no farther, and therelore they wounld not
transcend the bounds of the action of the Convention.
He contended that il the Convention bad the right to
pass such a lu'n\'l.'-'wn. embracing the whaole huhjl_‘rt. it
should be done at onee, and not left for the action of the
Legislature. He hoped his amendment would prevail—
as it was merely a matter of enquiry—and il upon ex-
amination the committee should esteem it necessary to
make the change now proposed, they could report ac.
t'lll'l“ll;_‘l\' .

Mr. OWEN said he consented to the gentleman’s
amendment.

The gquestion was then taken upon the amendment of
the gentleman from Switzerland, (Mr. Kelso) and it was
concurred in; and the resolution as mmmended, was adopt-
Pll.

Circular.
Exgcvrive DeErarTMENT, INDIANAPOLIS, IND., )
October 30, 1830, §
To the County Surveyors of the several Counties of the
State of Indiana. [

By an aet of Congress passed at the last session, en- |
titled ““ An act to enable the State of Arkansas and oth- |
er Stutes, to reclaim the swamp lands within her limits,”
approved Sept. 28, 1850, a copy of which is hereunto
annexed, the State of Indiana is entitled to a large quan-
tity of unsold lands within her limits, for the purposes
mentioned 1n said aet.

On the 15th day of October, I opened a correspond-
ence with the Secretary of the Interior on this subject,
and believing that no further sales of our publie lands |
should take place unless the Department would establish
some appropriate restrictions that would protect the wet
and uncultivated lands from sales. At the same time, 1
wrote to the Hon, Richard W. Thompson, at Washing-
ton, requesting him to call in person upon the Depart-
ment of the Interior, and present the views I held upen

| the suliject, of the rights of the State under this aet,

already been made in various States of the Union; for |

example, in the States of New York, Pennsylvania,

Obio, Maine, Arkansas. Floridu, Georgia, Alabama, |

nind several others
in these varions States in regard to the hol
perty by married women, were changes aflecting exist.
i'}'..' relations—allecting the property of those now mar-
ried. Now he would ask the Convention to olserve that
in this resolution, which he proposad to incorporate in the
new Constitution, there was nothing but what was strict-
ly prospective—relating to the property of women here-
after married. The dillerence he regarded as a very im-

| portant one ; for if this was made to apply to futore mar.

ringes only, and among those about to be married if there
were any who thoaght, or whose parents thought. that
the old law was better than the new law, nothing would
be more casv than to come under the old law. The day
hefore the marriage the bride had only to transfer to her
fatare hashand, all ker personal property, and the rents
and profits of her real estate, and she would be placed
at onee as under the old law. It was, therefore, a mat-

| . .
| ter of choice with her whether to come nnder tho pro-

visions of the old Jaw, or to avail herself of the provi.
sious of the new. He would not, at this stage ol pro-
ceedings, argue the question whethar the principle in-
volved in the proposed change was right or wrong; he
was simply desirons of calling the attention of the Con.
veution (o the particalar charncter of this resolution.
It would be discussed, he trusted, at length, by the Con.
vention in n fow days.

He wouold remark, in eonnexion with this snljeet, that
the people of the State of Indiana had already ncted up-
on the subject, It was tiol a noew malter even among
them. Theve was upon the Statate Book now, alaw
which made provision in regard to the ceal estate of
marrled women, and the rents and profics of that real
estate. The words of the law were, * that they should
be deemed and taken to be hor scparate property.”’
Whether it was the design of this law to give ro the wile
the sole management and control of her real estate, and
its rents and profits, he did pot assume to decide ; not
belonging to the profession he would not offer any legal
opinion Elmself on that point. He had heard various
opinioss in regard to it, some asserting that it did give
to married wo.nen such rights of control, and s
that it did not. The legal distinction in regard to these
inatters was of a very nice charscter. The words  to
her sole use and " are admitted to confer excla:
sive , while the words ** for her own use and
benefit,” have been held not to bar the marital right.

He would only say, in conclusion, that he had not
brought up this matier hastily, nor withont deliberation
nor; he would add, without ooullmionwhhwu: gos
more erguhmcl persons. Many years
written, in 1 joot, to tw.&nth most

other

The changes which had been made
ing of pro- |

|

and the proper mode to be pursucd to carry out its pro-
visinns,

This day I received the following answer from Mr.
Tlmmpmt;. and I concur so fully in the views he takes
as the proper mode to be pursued at the preseat hour,
and as to the construction of the act, that I annex it
also,

You are respeetfully requested, on the reeeipt of this
circular, to eater upon, and to make out and forward to
me, under the forms berewith sent, a statement of these
lamuls in your county.

In some of the counties there are but a few tracts of
thess lands and the labor can soon be accomplished.

In other eounties where there is a great :Junuti!}- of
wet and uncultivated lands, vou are requested to obtain
assistance from your depuaties.

It is very important to have your reports of these
lands, by the 15th of December at farthest, that the pat.
ents may be made out by the General Government, and
thus the ensning sessions of the Legislature may pass
such Jaws us are required to carry out the spirit of the
act of Congress.

Should you ascertain in your examination, that any
entries have been made ol these lands, since the 28th o
Sept. last, please note the same in your report.

f you do not enter upon this labor, you will please to
lay these papers before the County Auditor, who is re-
speetfully requested to eall a meeting of the county
bourd immediately, that they may appoint some compe.
tent person, that will enter upon these duties without
delay. The Legislatare will no doult provide the prnr-
er remedy for your compensation. You will carclally |

| observe the rules suzgested by Mr. Thompson, in the se- |

| the State may have no diflicalty with the General Gov-

lection of the lands, us they seom to be gathered from
the past wactice of the Gevernment in similar grants.

If farther instructions are reccived vou will be furnish-
ed with the same, bat yoa will not delay making the se.
lections immediately under this order.

The issao of land warrants, a large portion of these
lands mlf'nining good farms, the fact that they will be |
soon under the disposal of the State authorities, all |
these combine to jpake them now the ohject of private
entry. And it is very important to prevent this, that

ernment, and that she may hold them for the wise purpos-
es mentioned in the act.

I will furnish you the ‘‘lists and plats of the land,”
that will Le forwarded to me by the Department under
this act so soon as received, which I am looking for daily.
You will eall upon your Auditor and obtain a list of the
unsold lands in your county, before you commenee ope-
rations. "

Your prompt and energetio action is respectfully eall.
ed to the selection of {rhm lnndo.r . s

ery respectfully, yours &e.
JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.

CoxyEcTion oF PHILADELFHIA WITH THE WesT
sy Rareroap.—The Pennsylvania Railroad, the com:
pletion of which to Johnstown we have y mentions
ed, is but w link in the great ehain of improvemeat which
will connect Philulclﬁ:in with the West 1o the nt
extreme im;f c;’vi! l“:im:, ua‘:d in I‘nmt?pl_'ob:id with

t Pitts unsylvamia con.

< w&h Ohi: road, on which

the work is under contract as far West as Wooster, 132
; O will be the ;::::::'M
«on=

i ion, or porb;g in the
i L H

to
ana line, 300 . From the
ndhupnﬁa]w'l'emnmo

| to fugitive slaves, is by the penal law of this State, a

| other man, bat while we exist under the same Constitu.

Abeolition Fruits.

The efforts of the abolitionists, as a party, have had |
the effeet of tightening the manacles of the slave, and to
encourage the free negroes to deeds of violence. Within
the last few days, a quiet, unoffending citizen of Brown
county, Olie, Mr. William Gilbert, was shot by a fugi-
tive slave, who was eseaping on a horse he had stolen. |
Mr. Gilbert died in a few days. A meeting of negroes
was held last week at Warren, Trambull county, Ohio |
~<the hot bed of abolitionism, at which the following |
resolutions were adopted: h

Resolved, That we, individually and collectively, here |
swear, upon the desecrated altar of our liberties, that we
would sooner see this nation shattered into a thousand

fragments, than to quietly submit to any enactment,
honored by the name of luw, that wounld compel us to

deliver our oppressed brethren into the hands of their |

heartless pursners.

Resolved, That we look upon the passage of the Fu.
gitive Slave Bill as one of the many deeds of villainy and
o'lprt'“iun against an unoffending people, that has ever
characterized this guilty nation from its foundation to
the present time. -

Resolrved, That the colored man owes no service or
abedience to any other master, save the God of Heaven,
and it is our duty to sparn the authority of all constitu.
tions and lows that make ns bondmen.

Resolved, That we will use our utmost exerfions to
prevent the recapture of fugitive slaves, whether the
officer comes to us an officer of the Government or oth-
erwise, lnws, usares and religion of the country to the
contrary notwithstanding.

We have no comments to make upon these proceed-
ings, Tlle_v speak in trumpet tones to the orderly, law

abiding people of the copntry. They tell the danger o |

encouraging a distinet and inferior *face to abide m the
same commanity with us. They are aliens and ene.
mies, and some mode should be adopted to rid the coun-
try of their presence, or at least to prevent their further
emigration.

Whiggery in New York City.

At the ward meetings recently held for the purpose of |
| nominating Assemblymen, there was a free fight be-

tween the Sewardites and the Nationals, or as Greely
calls them, the “ Silver Grays.” The Custom House,
with its list of Government employees carried the day;
The

which is regarded as an administration triumph.
Tribune thus describes the scene:

THE PRIMARY MEETINGS

The Whig, Ward Meetings vesterday nnd last even.
ing for the choice of Delegates to the respective Nomi-
nating Committees, were not more corrupt and farcieal
than we had anticpated—in fact, the general average
of foul voting and wmiscellaneous raseality fell short of
our expectations. In seme Wards, the seenes exhibited
were ontrageous ; and the Upper Wards were mainly
carried as they pleased by those who had control of cer-
tain influences known to be potential. Thus the Eigh-
teenth Ward was carried by the Superintendent of Re-
prirs, Superintedent of Streets, and a few subordinate
officers of the City Government, by means of the gangs
of men under their control ; while the Twelfth, and to
some extent the Nineteenth, were in like manner taken
eare of by the City Roadmaster. There wers instances
where a particular bully or grog dispenser proved that
he had a Ward *“ under his thumbh,” and, having carried
it. proceeded to help his friends in other Wards who had
lent him a helping hand with his own.

The words of the poet are appropriate:

“ How pleasant tis to see
Little children all ngree.”

[From the Lafayente Courier.]
Mr. MeDonald*s Letter.
Crawronpsvicre, Oect. 18, I830.
In answer to your enquiry as to ‘‘how I voted on the
Fugitive Slave Law Bili,—and if in favor of it, as re
ported, my reasons for giving that vote,” I have only to
sav, that mv vote stands recorded in the affirmative on
the bill in question, and I voted for it for rcasons which

| at the time satisfied my mind of the propriety of some

additional provisions upon that subject, and which opin-
ion | see no cause now Lo alter, and without pretending
that the hill is wholly free (rom ubjer:liuns. I think many
provisions of the law hgve been misapprehended, and the

| effect of others exaggerated.
The decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Prigg |
vs. the Stateof Pennsylvania, and re-affirmed by MeLoan |

| at Indianapolis, in May last, laid down the doctrine, that

under the Constitution, the owner of a fugitive slave, or
his agent, could arrest him in any State in the Union,
without proof or process of any kind, and all who inter.
ferred with his right so to do, were trespassers. This,
in my judgment, demanded some additional legislative
provision to provide for a legal mode of asserting this
claim, to prevent riots and disturbances growing out of
the attempt of slave owners to seize their slaves by vir-
tue of those decisions—as [ apprehend that no commu.
nity in any (ree State, would quietly submit to the foreible
seizure of aslave by his owner, without proof or process,

as the deeision of the Supreme Court authorized bim to |
do; and continued riots would be the result of asserting |
But this law was intended |
more particulagly to remove obstructions which some |

claims under this decision.

of the States have placed in the way ol the reeapture of
furitive slaves, by enacting pennl laws, against any
officer of the State who might act under the provisions
of the act of Congress of 1793. i
tion of the Revised Statutes of Indiana of 1843, from
page 1032 Yo page 1035, you will sec that Indiana has
always carried ont to the fullest extent, the act of Con-
gress relerred to; and by reference to the 715th section
of the same Revision, page 984, it will be seen that
“ knowingly to harbor” or even to give ‘‘ employment”

high misdemeanor and punished as a erime. Consequent.
ly the new law can give the slave owner no more privil-
eges in this State, than onr own laws have always ex-
tended ; but, it is not so in Pennsylvania and many other
States, and hience the reason for additional provisions on
the subject. But us I said in the beginning, | again re-
peat, that I do not think the law wholly free from ob-
jections, and without taking it up in detail, I will just

say, that if in the operations of it, the personal liberty |

of any free man is endangered, no one will more readily
vote for its repeal than myself—and I am clearly of
opinion that some of its provisions require modification,
which T have no doubt will be made.

I will close this subject by saying, that I have no

more sympathy with the institution of slavery, than any

tion with slave States, I am decidedly in favor of dis.
charging our constitutional obligations towards them,
however mnch I detest the institution which they bave
made the basis of their social system.
Respectiully yours,
J. E'WDONALD.

The Pork Market:

We have nothing reliable yet as to prices.  There is
a difference of fifty conts per 100 pounds in the views of
feeders and packers; the first with firmness for $3 -
80, the latter talk about €3 ,00. !

There is hardly a doubt of the erop being short in this
State. There have been about 12,000 hogs engaged in
this city ; the prices have not transpired ; probably 3,
and the rise up to the first of December. The packers
here are determined to have their share of the crop,
which has been fixed at 100,000 head.
We can onlvive an opinion, which may amount only
to a guess. @ beliove then that the opening price in
this eity will be $3 25. This price may not be sustained,
owing to the great amount of the vet of the hog
held over in the hands of Cincinnati .

The gorrespondent of a mercantile house o{lmaisville,
ing recently visited the pork points on the
nois and H)uiu:gl rivers, says the number of hogs

little, if any, short of Inst season. He

And by an examina- |

California News.

The Crescent City arrived at New York from Chagres
on the 18th inst, She brings two hundred and forty-three
passengers and over one-million dollars in ;;ni'd dust.
We have dates from California up to the 15th of Septem-

ber. The over-land emigrants were arriving in great

| numbers ; but many of them in a very destitute condition.

There has been great suffering among these emigrans,
for want of provisions for themselves and grass for

their animals. The late riots at Sacramento, which

| .
were followoed by the failure of several large banking

houses, ereated quite & panic thronghouat the State, and
has produced a general monetary revulsion. Several
large banking houses in San Francisco bave closed.
The Alta California thus describes the excitement s

““ MoseTArRY Excitemext.—We reoret that our
columns to-day must contain the anncuncement of the
assignment of Henry M. Naglee, one of the oldest of
our bankers., This. in connection with the other
stoppages and assignments which have recently been
| made, caused quite o :
-gl-m-t'nl_rm; upon all these havine money on deposit

i The first run commenced on Thursday, and was con.
fined almost entirely to the banking house of Jas, King,
of William. The draftson that banker were very heavy
on th_:u day, On Friday, verv listle was drawn from }Jm;,
the tide having set against Messrs. Burgovne & Co., and
| Henry M. Naglee, and continued all that day. On Sat.
urday morning, at 8 o'clock, Mr. Naclee's doors re
mained closed ; while the other houses opencd. He had
suspended.

The consequence was an immediate rush to Burgoyne

& (tn_. James King. of William, and Wells & Co. De.
| positors drew very freely from the two former, who paid

mnie vesterday, and there was &

omt as fast as possible, converting all hands into paying
tellers. There was not a call upon Wells &
Co., though a large amoant was paid ont by them. [t
being the third day’s probation of Mr. King, the crowd
with him wasz not so greal as might have been ex-
p(""(‘d. '

At Burgoyne & Co.'s there was a large crowd the
whole 11;1}‘. resembling more the eathering at the Post
Office on the arrival of a mwail steamer than anything
| else we can compare to it.  Mr. Plumsacted like a man
and & banker who understood his business. He posted
ap & notice that he would keep open to accommodate the
publie antil six o'cloek, (an bour later than vsual, ) and
also that his bank would be openon Sanday. We admire
t he spunk which dictated these pffers.

We heard a number of prople congratulating Mr.
King on the perfect nonchalence with which he met all
| demands.
| The *erisis” then has come. Ounly one banker has

ecloged. The others have met the emergency promptly,
and they will continue s0 todo, We will venture the
remark that Messrs. Burgovme & Co., Jomes King of
William, and Wells & Co.. will reap an abundant harvest
from this trial. Two or three davs will suffice to allay
the excitement, which will have its good effects, as it
has had its inconveniences. It will tell who's * thar.”
Mr. King paid over 8130,000. Burgoyne & Co paid a
much larger amount, but we did not learn the precise
| total.”

<0 large

Mr. King, who is the brother of our respected towns.
| man, Francis King, Esq., was lor many years teller in
the banking house of Coreoran & Riggs, Washington.

He i= one of the very hest bhusiness men in the country.

From Oregon.

The mmil steamer f'rril.f(zrulu, (':!]r! Budd, reached
| San Franciseo, Sept, 14, from Columbia river. The
| California arrived at Astoria on the 1st, and lefton the

21 inst., bringing the mails down to that date, with re-
| mittances to various houses in this city.
| Gov. Gaines was received on s arrival with every
manifestetion of respoect nnd l::»«].n'la'u!}'.

The sloop-ofiwar Falmouth remained in the Columbia
river.

The Orepon Spectator, of the 23, contains a long and
| glowing report of the spirit of improvement and progress
| of the pliu"_‘.

The accounts of the overland immigration are melan.

choly. A letter from Col. 3. A. Ralston, to the com,
| mittee of reliel at Saeramento City, =ays that be is sat
{isfied fthat at least H.000 were on their way, one-half of

whom wonld be destitute of teams and =ubsistence le-
!I‘n['r‘ reaching €Carson river They had been misled into

a roundabowt and diflicalt road, He says that most of tho

ammals on this ronte pet ished on the desert. and not un-
| frequently men, women and children sunk under the
| hardships of the road, and perished for want of water
and food. Those who are foitunate enongh to get over
| the desest will »{ill bave to travel near 300 miles belore

they reach Carson river, snd but few will reach that point
| with any meaus to purchase subsistence.

A desperate hattle had taken place between the i«
ners and the Indians on Feather niver.

The Indians having been guilty of many unprovoked
outrages and murders, the whites formed a corps of
viflemen for their common defence. While seven or
eight of the company were out prospeeting, they wero
suddenly attacked by a party ol fifty er sixty of the na-
tives, some of whom were armed with pistols, which had
been improdently sold them by the whites. The men
stood their ground, end were soon reinforeed by the com-
mander (Capt. Sanger,) and some others who heard the
firing and rushed their aid. This little band stood
their eround for three bours under a terribly hot san and
in a most disadvantageous position, till at Jast the Indi.
| ans, disheartened by theoir slain, retreatsd. Capt. San-

ger was mortally wounded, and three others severely;
! the lormier was from Massaclusetts, and the latter from
Maine. Licut. Jackson started the next day with the
entire force, and completely broke up ail the f:nc!ny‘n vil-
| lages or camps, and entirely routed the scoundrels so
that no government aid will he needed at presont.

From the prold diggings the reports continue encour-
aging,

to

Fugitive Slavess-=Judge Story's Opinion.

The Dayton Empire publishes the followmg extract
from Judge Storv’s commentaries on the Constitution, a
standard American work, (1 show that summary minis-
terinl pl'uu't-t]ingh, and not the ordinary course of judi-
cial investigations, were all that was contemplated by
the framers of the Constitution, to enable the owner of
a fugituve slave to have him resdelivered to his custody.
The extract will be found on page 676;

“This clause [the ose providing for the reeapture of
fugitive slaves,] was introdueed into the Constitution
salely for the benefit of the slave-holding States, 1o ena-
ble them to claim their fugitive slaves who should have
escaped into other States where =lavery was not tolera-
ted. The want of such a provision under the confedera-
tion was felt as a grievous inconvenience by the slave.
holdiog States, since in muany States wo mid whatever
would be allowed to the owners; and soetimes, indeed,
they met with open resistance. It is obivious that these
provisions for the arrest and removal of fugitives of both
classes contemplate swmmary ministerial procecdings
and not the ordinary course of judicial investiZations, to
ascertain whether the complaint be well founded, or the
claim of ownership be establislished bevond all legal
controversy. In cases of suspected crimes, tire guilt or
innocence of the party is to be made out st his tnal, and
not upon the preliminary inquiry whether be shall be de-
livered up. Al that wonld seem in such case to Le nec-
essary is, that theve should be prime facie evidence be.
fore the executive authority to satisfy its judgment that
there is prolmhle cause to helieve tha party nu_il!y—-m!-h
as upon an ordinary warrant, would justify kis commit-
ment for trial.

“ And in the ease of fugitive slaves there would seem
to be the same necessity of requiring only prime fecie
proofs of ownership, without putting the party to a for-
mal assertion of his ;l:ghu :;yadmil at llla:: common h.:i
Congress appear to have » apon this opinion,
.mag;lingly, in the statute upon this suljooct, [that of
1793.] have authorized summary proueo:]'mgn belore &
magistrate, upon which he may grant a warrant for re-
moval "

Stior 8y A Ftorrive Stave.—On Tuesday night last,
& TUDAWAY negro, having stolen a horse in Brown
Obio, was by Mr., Cochran, the owner of
horse, joined by his neighbor, Mr. Gilbert. On the par.

ty cotning up, the negro fired, inflicting & _dengerous
Wotnd in the hreast of Gilbert, And then escaped —Cin-
cinnati Enguirer.

w"w,mﬁﬁﬂid‘tﬂmm
those that give aid and comfort to the ** panting slave
This is the fruit of encouraging slaves to ren away from
their owners, and advising them to resist the law fin

AT

‘are elected to Congress in

their recapture. This is the heginning of the end.




